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New Brunswick forestry practices impact bird populations, says researcher

A large new plantation may contain fewer opportunities for feeding and nesting

By Terrence McEachern, CBC News Posted: Dec 18, 2016 1:24 PM AT Last Updated: Dec 18, 2016
1:24 PM AT

A university researcher in Quebec warns forestry practices that cause landscape changes in New
Brunswick can have a big impact on bird populations.

"My students and | have been looking at the effects of landscape change on biodiversity, with a focus on
birds as indicators," Marc-André Villard of Université du Québec a Rimouski explained Friday on Shift
N.B.

In particular, Villard is interested in the impact of clear-cutting and new plantations on birds' mobility as
well as their ability to find food and establish a habitat.

When a mixed forest of red spruce and different species of deciduous trees is replaced with a spruce
plantation, "you will have a major reduction in the population of a number of species that are associated
with larger trees and deadwood," he said.

Forest changes have wide-reaching effects

So, if a woodpecker is unable to habitat a change in the landscape and create holes in the trees, that
can impact other species, such as spotted owls, that use those caverns for their habitat.

"It's not just species that are affected by the plantation, but it's also all the connections with other
species that depend on them," Villard said.

Research shows that birds such as Ovenbirds, named for the shape of nests they build on the forest
floor, are less likely to move across a large, new plantation and more likely to return to their original
habitat.

The Ovenbirds prefer deciduous forests and tend to forage for food, such as invertebrates, on the
ground. In a new plantation, there are less opportunities to find food on the ground, Villard said.

¢ Forest scientist terms new Crown policy radical, experimental

Protect unharvested forests

Even with the changes that have occurred in the landscape, Villard said "it is never too late" to help birds
in the province. He noted there are still plenty of forests that haven't been harvested and could be
maintained.

He sees the issue as a political one and encourages the public to start asking questions about how
forests are managed.
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"So, | think New Brunswickers should be asking their government what this is about because we used to

have much more say into the management of our forests," he said.

Now the Department of Natural Resources and the forest industry make the decisions, to "figure out

what's good and what's bad," he said.

With files from Shift N.B.

Explore CBC

CBC Home Music
v Life
Radio Arts
News Kids
Sports Local
Stay Connected

Apps RSS

Services and Information

Corporate Info Reuse & Permission
Public Appearances Terms of Use
Commercial Services Privacy Policy

a:a

o)

‘!'

Documentaries
Comedy

Books

Parents

Indigenous

Podcasts

CBC Shop
Help

Contact Us

Digital Archives
Games
Contests

Site Map

Newsletters & Alerts

Jobs
Doing Business with Us

Renting Facilities

http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/new-brunswick/nb-forestry-management-1.3902378

2/2



